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	Northern Ireland’s poor to be hit with additional water charges

Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network is concerned that a shortfall of £20 million in Northern Ireland Water Limited’s budget calculations could mean increased water charges for the general public.
One of the options which the government owned company is considering in order to alleviate the funding shortfall, is an increase in water charges of approximately £30 per household.
With water charges due to be introduced next year NIAPN is already concerned with the impact on those experiencing poverty in Northern Ireland. Any additional charge will further exacerbate this situation. 
In NIAPN’s view whichever way the funding shortfall was arrived at there should be no introduction of any additional charge for water. 

Frances Dowds, the Director of the Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network, said, 

“These latest developments threaten to exacerbate the already dire situation for those living in the poorest households in Northern Ireland, as adding any water charges to the household bills will stretch the finances of those on lower incomes way beyond their capacity to pay.”

“As the recent BBC documentary ‘Diamonds and the dole” highlighted, for those living solely on benefits the introduction of any additional charges could push a significant percentage of the population further into poverty. Even before this latest information was released the Assembly had admitted that, despite the proposed affordability tariff, 11% of Northern Ireland households can expect to live in water poverty should the charges come into effect.” 
“The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network believes that, since this £20 million shortfall has reopened the debate about water charges, the Executive should take the opportunity to  develop a fair rates and water system for NI householders, that is, a system based on ability to pay. Such a system and its reliefs must take into consideration, groups at greatest risk of poverty and those households existing on the edges of poverty. 
The Network calls for an automatic relief for those in receipt of working tax and child tax credits as these are intended to lift families out of poverty. NIAPN is concerned that the most vulnerable members of Northern Ireland’s community will suffer most: low income families such as lone parents, larger families, families with caring duties for children and single occupancy households on low incomes. 

The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network is a member of Communities against Water Tax & Coalition Against Water Charges. Frances Dowds Director of NI Anti-Poverty Network continued; ‘We will continue with our partners to call for the NI Executive to re-examine the relief element to ensure our most vulnerable and disadvantaged households are not pushed further into debt right across NI.’

Notes to editor:

The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network was established in 1991 to create a focus on poverty. NIAPN is a Network with over 300 members drawn mostly from the community and voluntary sectors. The Network research and publicize the extent, causes and effects of poverty in Northern Ireland. We work to influence policy makers by focusing on government policies, which impact upon poverty and stress the need for anti-poverty measures at local, national and European levels. 

Our vision is ‘A Poverty Free Society’
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